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Abstract - One of the most intrusive types of digital harm that millions of people suffer from all over the 
world is that of non-consensual intimate image abuse. This article is a comprehensive analysis of an 
application, StopNCII.org, that is free and provides privacy for adults to prevent or reduce the dissemination 
of unconsented-to intimate images online. The platform, which is run by the Revenge Porn Helpline and the 
charity SWGfL, uses cutting-edge hashing technology, which generates mathematical fingerprints of 
intimate images directly on users' devices, and only shares these with the technology companies that are 
involved, but not the images themselves. This guide examines the technical mechanisms of the service, 
practical uses, who can access it and its limitations. It provides practical advice and information for people 
who have been subjected to image-based abuse, summarizes the wider issue about image-based 
technology and gives clear advice on how to get help. The article highlights that StopNCII.org is a major 
shift towards a victim centered approach to digital safety but is only part of a broader response strategy 
that can involve legal, psychological and emergency support related to any incident. Knowing what this 
tool does and when to use it will give people control over their online presence and take steps to protect 
themselves. 
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1. INTRODUCTION  
Can you picture waking up to find your most intimate photos of you and your family spread around the 
web without your permission. Maybe one of your former partners has threatened to share them. Perhaps 
someone has hacked your phone or cloud storage. Or someone you trusted has decided to use your 
vulnerability against you. This is a nightmare scenario that happens to many people every day in all 
countries, cultures and demographics. Non-consensual intimate image abuse Sometimes referred to as 
‘revenge porn’ is more than just a violation of privacy. It destroys lives. There is a huge amount of shame, 
anxiety, depression and isolation experienced by victims. Many lose jobs, relationships and educational 
opportunities. Some experience harassment, stalking and physical threats. Some sadly kill themselves. 

Until recently, victims had few choices. They may be able to report content platform by platform, sometimes 
being repeatedly asked to re-upload or describe their intimate photos to strangers. They could retain 
attorneys or report to the police, which often took a long time, was very costly and was very emotional. 
Many just endured, thinking that there was nothing that could be done. StopNCII.org reverses this fact. The 
free tool is developed by the Revenge Porn Helpline, which has been helping thousands of victims since 
2015, and is something truly new a means of fighting back without giving away more of your privacy. 

This article will be your guide to understand and utilize StopNCII.org. If you are in danger, or know someone 
who is, or you work in online safety, or you just want to get the information on this technology, the 
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information you need is in the following sections. The technology will be explained, audience and eligibility 
for use, the limits of the technology and its role and fit in the wider responses to image-based abuse will 
be discussed. 

 
Fig -1: How Technology Works 

 

It's simple When you're done reading, you'll know exactly how to use this tool better and where to get extra 
assistance. 

 

2. OBJECTIVES 
This article has a few distinct but related objectives each of which will appeal to different audiences with 
different needs and backgrounds. 

First, it aims to demystify the technology used in the StopNCII.org. Technical jargon such as hashing and 
digital fingerprints can be daunting to many. This article builds on these concepts in non-technical terms, 
with examples and analogies that will be accessible to anyone, regardless of technical expertise. 

Second, it offers practical and step-by-step instructions to those who need to utilize the service. It's 
important to know that a tool exists, but it's very different to know how to use it effectively. Readers will get 
to know what to do, what to find out and what to expect all along the way. 

Third, this article sets reasonable expectations. While StopNCII.org is a great tool, it won't eliminate all of the 
images from all corners of the Internet. Awareness of these constraints can help avoid future negative 
outcomes, and enable users to make decisions on their overall response plan.  

Fourth, the guide is focused on the social aspects of image-based abuse. As well as technology solutions, 
it is important to change culture, enhance legal protections, and create communities that are intolerant of 
this kind of harm. 
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Fifth, it provides resources and strategies for situations when someone is not eligible for services offered by 
the service or requires other types of support other than what StopNCII.org offers. 

Finally, this article is designed to help dissipate the stigma and shame. People who have been sexually 
abused through pictures tend to put the onus on themselves. This is a constant reminder in this guide the 
person who sent intimate material without consent perpetrated the abuse. The victim is not responsible for 
the harmful decision made by the other person. 

 

3. UNDERSTANDING NON-CONSENSUAL INTIMATE IMAGE ABUSE 
3.1 What Exactly Constitutes This Abuse 
Non-consensual intimate image abuse is a group of related behaviours which have a common factor  
intimate images of a person being used without their consent. 

 

Fig -2: Understanding Non-Consensual Intimate Image Abuse 
 

The best known is when actual pictures or videos of an intimate nature are shared. Someone is sexually or 
nakedly depicted without their consent and the depiction is shared, posted, sent or published by a third 
party. The subject matter may have been made consensually as part of a relationship, taken from the 
victim, recorded without their knowledge, or coerced manipulated from the victim. Other major types of 
abuse are threats to send personal pictures. The very threat of content spreading is enough to cause a lot 
of psychological harm, even if this will never happen. Often victims are coerced into paying for money, 
ongoing relationships or other accommodations in order to avoid distribution victims live in constant fear. 

Sextortion is a combination of intimate photos and explicit requests. An individual will claim to publish 
content if victims pay money, provide more images or take other requested actions. This type of abuse is 
on the rise, and criminals are organized, engaging in victimization on an international scale. The novel 
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aspect of using artificial intelligence to generate synthetic intimate images is disturbing. It is now possible 
to create realistic fake intimate pictures of anyone with the help of pictures from social media or other 
public platforms from which the perpetrators can obtain. The problem with these deepfakes is that the 
victim might not have created intimate content but still has made up images being shared online. 

3.2 The Human Cost 
The statistics do not fully reflect the impact this abuse has. Victims have consistently been found to have 
anxiety, depression and PTSD rates similar to those who have been physically assaulted. Violation of the 
victim's most private self is experienced, as if the perpetrator was able to get into the victim's personal self. 
The repercussions on the job can come rapidly. When intimate material comes out, victims have been fired, 
denied promotion and missed out on career. Students have been expelled from educational institutions. 
Partnerships have been dissolved with the business. There's also financial effects that exacerbate the 
emotional trauma. Social impacts are also devastating. Family members, friends and romantic partners 
become strained or broken relationships. Often victims isolate themselves, cutting off from the online and 
offline communities. Some move to a new city, change their name or go to great lengths to change their 
looks to avoid being recognized. The worst results are when victims are unable to see any potential solution. 
There have been multiple instances of people committing suicide after being abused in relation to images. 
Each death is a tragedy that could have been prevented, and highlights the need for effective tools and 
support systems. 

3.3 Why "Revenge Porn" Is the Wrong Term 
Language matters. There are a number of important ways in which the term "revenge porn" misleads. 

For one thing, there's a lot of reasons behind the actions of many perpetrators that aren't revenge. 
Distribution is as frequently motivated by financial gain, entertainment, social status or just plain old 
cruelness as much as relationship anger. “Revenge” is the assumed “frame” and as such, this is a 
misrepresentation of the phenomenon. 

Second, the meaning of the term 'porn' suggests that the victim was involved in the production of 
pornographic material. Such a frame shift has the effect of apportioning the blame to the victims and of 
trivializing the violation. Private pictures or photos that are shared between partners are fundamentally 
different than commercial pornography. 

Third, some criminals are strangers, who are able to hack accounts or take advantage of hidden cameras. 
There was no relationship that could give rise to "revenge. In these situations, the term doesn't apply. 

Because of this, the terms “non-consensual intimate image abuse,” “image-based sexual abuse” or like 
terms are gaining traction as terms of reference among advocates, researchers, and organizations. That's 
the way StopNCII.org works, putting into words the damage without suggesting that the people 
experiencing the damage are to blame. 

 

4. THE BIRTH AND EVOLUTION OF STOPNCII.ORG 
4.1 Origins in the Revenge Porn Helpline 
StopNCII.org was originally conceived from the Revenge Porn Helpline in the United Kingdom, which was set 
up in 2015. It was a time when image abuse was becoming acknowledged as a real issue, yet there was 
little in the way of resources. Often the victims were transferred between platforms, law enforcement 
agencies and support organizations and no organization had a comprehensive solution. 
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Fig -3: The Birth and Evolution of StopNCII.org 
 

The Helpline, run by not for profit charity SWGfL, which works to ensure that everyone benefits from 
technology free from harm, started to directly assist victims. On a case-by-case basis, the team assisted 
individuals in reporting the content, exploring legal avenues and providing psychological support. This field 
experience helped him to see the magnitude of the issue and the need for more robust responses. The 
Helpline proved to be effective intervention and managed to remove more than 90% of the images and 
more than 300,000 individual images from the internet. However, there were limitations with the reactive 
approach, reacting once the content has spread. Technological innovation was needed to create 
prevention and immediate response. 

4.2 The Innovation of Hash-Based Detection 
This hands on experience along with a vitally important technological insight resulted in the creation of 
StopNCII.org victims should not be forced to release their personal content in order to stop it from being 
disseminated. Content moderation was traditionally done with platforms receiving and storing reported 
content, followed by the systems being trained to recognize that content. It meant the victim(s) were forced 
to upload their intimate images once again further exposing and traumatizing them. It was an added 
violation that's how the process was. 

An alternative to this was hash-based detection. Victims might be able to share a mathematical 
representation essentially a fingerprint of the image instead of the actual image, which would enable 
platforms to determine whether a match exist without holding the original. The image remained on the 
device of the victim. Only the hash went to StopNCII.org and the participating platforms. This was in line 
with the philosophy of privacy by design, which had been introduced in many data protection laws around 
the world. Only take what you have to. Process locally if possible. Minimize exposure of sensitive information. 
StopNCII.org applied these concepts to the benefit of an at-risk population that needed saving. 
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4.3 Building a Coalition of Platforms 
The use of technology could not resolve the issue. The hashes produced by StopNCII.org were only 
meaningful if they were used by platforms to detect and remove content. The process of building 
participation involved a constant process of advocacy, negotiation and demonstration of the effectiveness 
of the system. Many more companies have joined since the start. The protections of all hashes submitted 
increase with each addition. A victim who makes a case can make a huge difference as the case won't be 
distributed on several major platforms simultaneously, which was the platform by platform reporting 
system that previously exhausted victims. 

4.4 Global Recognition and Support 
StopNCII.org was recognized as an important innovation by international organizations, academic 
researchers, government agencies and civil society groups. Comments from organisations in Sri Lanka, 
South Korea, the USA and Nigeria, Denmark, Hong Kong, Brazil, Africa, Australia, Iceland and many others, 
underline the worldwide nature of the problem and the solution. Professor Nicola Henry of RMIT University in 
Australia, as quoted on that website, got it right when he said that the scheme was the creativity and 
possibilities of technological solutions that can help, alongside many other interventions, to fight against 
the scourge of online abuse and harassment. 

 
5. HOW STOPNCII.ORG ACTUALLY WORKS 
5.1 The Six-Step Process 
It is important to understand exactly what occurs when using StopNCII.org to gain confidence in the system 
and use it effectively. The entire process is as follows.  

5.2 Step One: Selecting Content 
First, you need to find the intimate picture or video that is bothering you. It could be material that someone 
has threatened to post, material that you know was posted without your consent, or material from a 
previous relationship that you are afraid may be posted. The file should be stored on your device. 

5.3 Step Two: Generating the Hash 
The StopNCII.org site generates a digital fingerprint (hash) during the hashing process that is unique to 
your chosen file. Most importantly, the processing all takes place on your device. Your image or video is not 
uploaded to any server. The math algorithm is run locally and generates a string of characters that is 
unique to your content. Imagine that this is a fingerprint at a crime scene. The fingerprint could be used to 
determine the identity of a specific person but it is not possible to determine the person from the fingerprint 
alone. Likewise, the hash is a unique identifier for your image but no one can reconstruct the image from 
the hash. 

5.4 Step Three: Submitting the Hash 
It is only the hash value and not your picture that is sent to StopNCII.org. This digital fingerprint is stored in 
the service, which is ready to send to platforms that are involved in the service. All of your original content 
stays in your device throughout this process. 

5.5 Step Four: Receiving Your Case Credentials 
If you are successful in submitting, you will be given a case number and pin. You will use these credentials 
to log in to your case from this point on. They can be used for status check, progress monitoring or 
withdrawal in case of changed circumstances. Keep these credentials in a safe place. If lost, they can't be 
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recovered on StopNCII.org. Use a password manager or write down and store in a secure area away from 
your device. 

 

Fig -4: How StopNCII.org Actually Works 
 

5.6 Step Five: Platform Matching 
The participating platform(s) then take your hash and match it with content in their system. If they see a 
match, that is, they see your image or video posted by someone to their site, then they invoke their non-
consensual intimate imagery (NCII) policies. This usually means they will be removed, depending on the 
platform. 

5.7 Step Six: Ongoing Monitoring 
You still have your hash active in the system to continue being monitored. In the future, the system can 
detect when someone tries to upload the same content on a participating site. Case status can be checked 
with the case credentials to see if any matches have occurred and what actions this have led to. 

5.8 Understanding Hashing Technology 
The word "hash" is borrowed from the fields of mathematics and computer science. A hash function maps 
any size data to a fixed size data. Always produces the same output when fed with the same input. Infinitely 
subtle input variations yield vastly different output variations. Nor can you go back from the output to the 
input crucially. In the case of StopNCII.org, it's your picture or video file. This returns a unique string to identify 
that particular file. A platform wishing to determine if uploaded content is known NCII hashes the uploaded 
file and compares the hash against the list of stored hashes. A match indicates the same content. This 
technology has been around for decades in a variety of applications. In password systems, they don't store 
passwords, they store hashes. The hashes are used to check the integrity of the file in software distribution. 
To avoid sharing child sexual abuse images, law enforcement agencies use hash databases that store the 
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hashes of known images of child sexual abuse. StopNCII.org is a new application of this proven technology 
for the purpose of protection. 

5.9 What "Client-Side Processing" Really Means 
Client-side processing refers to the location of the processing. Client is your device phone, tablet, or 
computer. If the processing is done on the computer that's remote to the user and that's run by the service 
provider, it would be considered server-side. The most sensitive operation that StopNCII.org performs is the 
most client-side processing, which is generation of the hash from your intimate image. It is done by your 
device. The resulting hash then is sent to the server, and the original image remains in your possession. This 
architecture is of great significance. It means that StopNCII.org never gets your intimate content itself. They 
can't see it, store it or accidentally expose it. They are only given the mathematical representation and 
cannot convert back to get the original image. It is a design that is important to give victims who are 
already traumatized by having their intimate content exposed. The use of the service does not result in the 
creation of another copy of the abusive content nor provide another organization with access to it. 

 

6. WHO CAN USE STOPNCII.ORG 
6.1 Eligibility Requirements 
There are clear guidelines for the use of the service outlined at StopNCII.org. It's important to understand 
these requirements, to establish whether or not the tool is suitable for your situation. 

 

Fig -5: Who Can Use StopNCII.org 
 

Must be in the picture or video. The service is for people to secure their own private information and not for 
third parties working on behalf of others. This will limit the chances of misuse and control the process by 
the one who is most affected. Must have been 18 years old at the time of creation of content. However, 
content that involves minors will have different reporting mechanisms that are specifically for child 
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protection purposes. If the image depicts someone under 18, report it to the relevant law enforcement 
agencies or to organizations which specialised in reporting CSA material such as the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children United States and the Internet Watch Foundation UK. 

Must be 18 years of age or older at this time. If you were an adult at the time the content was posted, you 
will need to be an adult at the time of use of the service. The image or video has to still be held on to. 
Requires access to the actual file during hashing process. If it no longer exists, then you can't create the 
hash which is required for the system to work. Content should be nude, semi-nude or show sexual activity. 
The service is dedicated to the intimate image. There may be different ways of reporting other forms of 
harassment or privacy violation. 

6.2 What If You Do Not Meet All Criteria 
If you don't meet the eligibility requirements, it doesn't mean that you have no possibilities. StopNCII.org 
offers information and options on what to do in different scenarios. If the minor is shown in the content, it is 
an emergency to protect the minors. Get in touch with the police right away. There are agencies such as 
the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, which have reporting lines dedicated to just such a 
case. If you have lost access to the material, it is possible to report it directly to the platforms where it is 
found. The vast majority of major social media and websites have designated ways to report non-
consensual intimate photos. The Revenge Porn Helpline is also available to give advice. Ask others whose 
content is of concern to use StopNCII.org for themselves or call support services. Third party reporting can 
be less effective and can have its own issues. Other resources cover other types of online 
harassment/stalking/privacy violations if the content does not meet the intimate imagery definition. Digital 
safety organisations can support in the identification of appropriate support. 

 

7. CURRENT TRENDS IN IMAGE BASED ABUSE AND RESPONSE 
7.1 The Scale Continues Growing 
Since the advent of the smart phone and the growth of social media and everyday use of digital 
documentation of intimate relationships, image based abuse has grown exponentially. No more having to 
develop film, it can all be done in an instant with devices most people have in their hands all day long. 
Young adults report a high proportion of distribution and threats as well as non-consensual recording as 
having been experienced in surveys. This likely represents an underestimate of prevalence as many victims 
may not disclose because of shame and stigma. Some parts have been expedited by the Covid-19 
pandemic. There was more intimate content online, due to increased time spent online, growth in dating 
app use, and expansion of intimate relationships via the internet, and some of this inevitably finds its way 
to being weaponized. 

7.2 Technology Both Enables Harm and Offers Solutions 
The killer app is also the enabling app, as with StopNCII.org. One such example is a hash-based detection. 
Other are machine learning systems that detect potential NCII. To combat widespread distribution of 
violating content, platforms are increasingly using automated tools to detect it before it gets much more 
popular. But the perpetrators adapt, too. They alter images in order to avoid being detected. They are on 
platforms where content is not heavily moderated. They share on back channels, through encrypted 
messages and in closed groups where an automated system can't get. The techno arms race goes on. The 
latest frontier is synthetic media or intimate images created by AI. If the perpetrators can make a realistic 
intimate picture of anyone without the person taking such pictures, the paradigm will change. The hash-
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based approach used by StopNCII.org can also be used to combat synthetically-generated content, if the 
victim can get a copy to hash, but more strategies need to be developed to combat fabricated imagery. 

 

Fig -6: Current Trends In Image Based Abuse And Response 
 

7.3 Legal Frameworks Strengthen Slowly 
Increasingly, jurisdictions around the world have made non-consensual intimate image distribution a 
crime. Nowadays there are specific laws in the United Kingdom, Australia, Canada, many of the states in 
the United States and many other places to deal with the abuse. However, legal remedies are sporadic and 
frequently ineffective. A low rate of prosecution is maintained. Significant jurisdictional issues make border 
crossing cases complex. Penalties often do not reflect the damages. Civil remedies are available but often 
victims do not have the resources needed. While the development of tools such as StopNCII.org does not 
obviate the need for strong legal frameworks, it does provide an important complement to them. 
Technological and legal responses are important. The law has impact and acts as a deterrent. Practical 
tools for removal help to reduce the potential for continued damage. Neither alone suffices. 

7.4 Platform Responsibility Receives Increasing Attention 
The pressure for technology platforms to tackle harmful content has grown around the world, especially in 
the regulatory arena. New obligations in relation to illegal and harmful material are found in the Digital 
Services Act (DSA) of the European Union, the Online Safety Act of the United Kingdom (UK), the Online 
Safety Act of Australia (AUS), and other acts. Content that would be considered non-consensual intimate 
imagery normally would be in the content types these regulations cover. Potential penalties for platforms 
for not responding. This regulatory framework provides extra impetus for systems such as StopNCII.org to 
become part of platforms and to have effective detection and removal. 
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8. PRACTICAL STRATEGIES FOR THOSE FACING IMAGE-BASED ABUSE 
8.1 Immediate Actions When Threatened 
If there is someone who says they will post your intimate pictures, time is of the essence. Taking action can 
help minimize the damage and improve your position. Document everything. Screenshot threatening 
messages. Note down the username, the profile link and platform information. Record dates and time. Store 
this proof in several safe places. It might be required for platform reports, law enforcement or legal 
proceedings. 

 

Fig -7: Practical Strategies For Those Facing Image-Based Abuse 
 

Resist and refuse demands. Often, a perpetrator who threatens does so in the hope that they will get money, 
contact or more content or compliance with other demands. They will not stop if paid or if they comply. 
Often demands are increased. Don't assume responsibility for another person's decision to post something 
online and don't feel compelled to comply with their requests to avoid the harmful actions. Avoid getting 
into further contact with the perpetrator than is essential. Long communications can encourage the abuser 
and result in comments that they can turn against you. Limit communication to need to know and be 
descriptive. Think about if there is any real need for further involvement. 

If eligible, develop your StopNCII.org case. When you do qualify for access, and you still have access to the 
content, then create your hash right away. Having the hash in the system regardless of whether images 
have been disseminated or not; then allows participating platforms to get the images rapidly. Lock down 
your online accounts. Update passwords on e-mail, social media, cloud storage and any other accounts 
which may have intimate content and/or personal information. Support two-factor authentication, 
wherever possible. Check if any devices have access to your accounts and revoke those that you don't 
control. 
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Report threat to platforms. Threatening behavior is not allowed on most social media and communication 
services. Report by official channels the threatening messages. This will establish a record and can lead to 
action against the perpetrator's account. Consider law enforcement. Threatening to post intimate photos 
is a crime in many jurisdictions, even if the photos are not posted. Police reports will establish official records 
and can aid in investigations. The quality of the response depends on the location and department and 
Reporting creates the documentation. 

8.2 If Content Has Already Spread 
The response changes when the intimate imagery actually comes into the world on the Internet to minimize 
its dissemination and help recovery. Use StopNCII.org. If you're qualified, make your situation known right 
away. The hash can then be used by the participating platforms to identify and remove the content from 
their platforms. Provide reporting directly to platforms where content is published. Most major platforms 
have protocols for reporting non-consensual intimate images. These are frequently given priority 
treatment. For each instance, make sure you know the exact location of the URL and report via the proper 
channels. 

Try reverse image searching. Searching with an image, instead of a text query is supported by services 
such as Google Images. This can help to locate the content placements. Beware, however, because some 
reverse image services will save the images that you upload. Call the Revenge Porn Helpline or similar. 
Lifting, moving and planning for removal may be done by professional support staff who can give you 
emotional support and refer you to further resources. Keep evidence in place prior to removal. If platforms 
are removed, then you're unable to access for evidence. If you are going to report for removal, screenshot 
or archive anything that you may need for legal action. Guard your heart and soul. Finding private 
information being shared online is extremely stressful. This is the only way to react to abnormal situations. 
Reach out to loved ones or counselors or crisis services if necessary. 

8.3 Building Long-Term Recovery 
The trauma is not soon over if it has to do with images. Multiple dimensions need to be addressed with 
regards to long-term recovery. Professional mental health services. Sexual trauma therapists who have 
understanding of sexual trauma, stalking or online harassment will be able to offer invaluable support. 
Professional assistance with recovery, for many victims, makes a considerable difference. Legal 
consultation. Civil legal avenues may still exist even if criminal prosecution may appear to be unappealing, 
or unlikely to be successful. A privacy, harassment, or tech law attorney can help you understand your legal 
options. 

Community and peer supports. It is important to find people who have known someone else who has been 
abused as this will help you feel less alone and offer practical information. Such connections can be made 
with the help of organizations working in this field. Slow and steady re-entry to online environments. Many 
of the victims completely sever their social media or online community involvement. However, this may be 
frustrating and can restrict opportunities in the world and career growth. Many people are able to re-
engage on their own terms with time and support. Advocacy and meaning-making. For some survivors, 
advocacy is a source of empowerment as they help others in their circumstances or advocate for better 
legal and platform responses. The route is certainly not for everyone, but is a way to make a positive 
difference out of a painful experience. 

 
9. LIMITATIONS OF STOPNCII.ORG 
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The objective and realistic evaluation of the limitations is useful for the user to be able to make an informed 
decision and to form a complete response plan.  

9.1 Coverage Extends Only to Participating Platforms 
StopNCII.org is operating on the basis of collaboration with the technology companies that participate. 
Content on non-participating platforms, websites or services is not within their system. There are many 
places in the internet where intimate photos may surface and there is no one tool that will resolve these 
locations. Participating companies have increased significantly and big platforms with extensive user base 
are participating. However the larger world of websites, forums, file sharing, and private chats is not 
impacted much by this particular tool. 

 

Fig -8: Limitations of StopNCII.org 
 

9.2 Modified Images May Evade Detection 
Exactly or near-exactly copies are best suited for hash based detection. If one alters an image in some way, 
such as by cropping, applying filters, changing colors, compressing, etc., then the hash will change. If an 
image is indeed modified enough, it may have a different hash than a copy of the original image. Some 
modifications can be found using some advanced hashing technologies, but even big changes can be 
missed. A perpetrator who intentionally changes the content to evade the systems such as StopNCII.org 
may be successful. 

9.3 Private Channels Remain Inaccessible 
Automated detection systems usually cannot find content sent via private messages, encrypted 
applications, closed groups, email or peer-to-peer networks. The hash with StopNCII.org is the main tool to 
address publicly posted content on participating platforms. If a perpetrator is sharing the imagery via 
private means, then the hash does not stop it. The tool is most effective when added to public or semi-
public features of distribution platforms. 

9.4 Lost Credentials Cannot Be Recovered 
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Losing a case number and the PIN is not a problem with StopNCII.org since they are not able to keep the 
information necessary to do so. Access to your case to check status one or both withdraw is not available 
if these credentials are lost. This restriction highlights the need for safe storage of your credentials from the 
outset of your case. 

9.5 The Tool Supplements Rather Than Replaces Other Responses 
StopNCII.org is one step in the fight against image-based abuse reducing the spread on websites using 
the service. It cannot legally represent, counsel, give emergency protection or law enforcement 
investigation. Usually, multiple resources are needed for comprehensive response. 

 

10. PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY WHILE SEEKING HELP 
10.1 Verifying You Are Using the Official Service 
Fraudsters and bad guys target the vulnerable. Even if any service requires intimate content, always ensure 
that you are getting to the authentic organization. Type the URL (StopNCII.org) directly into your Web 
browser instead of clicking on links sent in e-mail or messages. The official site is stopncii.org. Look for 
secure signals such as SSL (HTTPS) and certificates. The legitimate service does not ask for the sending of 
images via email, messaging applications, or uploading files to third party services. If you are asked to do 
such things by any communication, it is not from StopNCII.org. 

 

Fig -9: Protecting Your Privacy While Seeking Help 
 

10.2 Safeguarding Case Credentials 
Your case number and PIN are used to log you in. Any individual who has these could possibly obtain 
information about your case or remove your case. Protect them accordingly. Use a password manager to 
store credentials for sensitive information. If you have to record them, store the paper in a safe place. Don't 
talk to anyone, including the abuser, friends or family members, about them unless it is absolutely 
necessary and fully trusted. 
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10.3 Understanding What Information StopNCII.org Collects 
The service says that it collects minimal information necessary to run the service. The hash mathematically 
represents your image, but it isn't reversible to reconstruct the image. Case management information may 
be collected, which may include some identifying information. Please read the privacy policy on the official 
website for more details about data collection, retention and sharing. Having a clear knowledge of what is 
available assists in decision making. 

10.4 Being Cautious with Third-Party Services 
There are different websites or services that claim to be able to remove images, reputation management 
or online harassment. There is a great variation between quality and legitimacy. Some are actually services. 
Others are scams that demand cash for useless services or sometimes, get more financial information 
from susceptible persons. If you reach out to any support service, do the homework to find out about the 
organization. Consider size, organizational identity, transparency, and hopefully, endorsement by advocacy 
organizations. StopNCII.org or the Revenge Porn Helpline are free, and should be considered first, before 
paid options. 

 

11. THE BROADER SOCIETAL CONTEXT 
11.1 Changing Cultural Attitudes 
It's not just about technology tools, but cultural attitudes that will determine the extent of abuse and 
treatment of victims. Victim blaming, perpetrator glorification, and “kiddie porn” as a joke are all ingredients 
of a culture where abuse can thrive. Change is a precondition of progress, as it involves new norms. There 
is no funny, impressive or acceptable circumstance to be a non-consensual sharer. Browsing of shared 
content is an enabler of abuse. Passing on it is spreading the damage. Words that belittle and insult victims 
add to their trauma. Preventing negative behaviors is best accomplished by influencing attitudes through 
youth education efforts. Educating digital citizenship, consent, and respect of privacy along with technical 
skills equips youth to engage in intimate relationships in a responsible way. 

 

Fig -10: Working Together For a Safer Kinder Internet 
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11.2 The Role of Platforms 
The decisions made by technology companies can impact the volume and ease of abuse as well as the 
effectiveness of how abuse can be tackled. The design of the platform, the policies of the content, the 
enforcement tools and the cooperation with external initiatives such as StopNCII.org all play a role in the 
outcomes. In the past, platforms have been lax in investing in trust and safety compared to growth. They 
point out that reporting systems are frequently not intuitive for users, but enforcement is not consistent and 
algorithms can sometimes boost harmful content. Defenders argue that things have improved over time, 
and the content moderation problem is that it is hard to do at scale. From either side, there is still a need to 
apply pressure to platforms to do better. Expectations of end-users, regulatory needs, worries of advertisers 
and reputational risks all provide a motivation for improvement. StopNCII.org is an example of platforms 
working together to apply a victim-centred approach, which should be promoted and scaled up in future. 

11.3 Legal and Policy Developments 
To be effective, responses must be based on legal and civil systems which criminalize harmful content and 
behaviour, and regulatory systems which hold platforms to account. There has been a lot of improvement 
in the past few years. Increasing number of jurisdictions have criminalized non-consensual distribution. 
Some establish certain civil causes of action. New duties on platforms in online safety regulations. The 
cooperation frameworks between countries enhance cross-border response. Yet gaps remain. Resources 
for enforcement are frequently lacking. Sometimes these cases are de-prioritized due to prosecutorial 
priorities. The obstacles to access to justice arising from the costs of civil litigation. Sometimes, inadequate 
action is protected by platform liability provisions. As technological tools become more sophisticated, there 
is still a need for continued advocacy in legal responses to help ensure that they are more effective and 
stronger. 

 

12. Understanding Your Rights and Long-Term Considerations 
Knowing your rights before engaging in any service that deals with personal information that is sensitive 
enough to make a difference, helps to make a well informed decision. 

12.1 Data Retention and Deletion 
By submitting a hash using StopNCII.org, the hash is added to a database that is shared with the 
participating platforms. The user should be aware of the duration of the data's validity, and the deletion of 
the data if a case is withdrawn. Users have the ability to withdraw their case with their credentials, and the 
procedure for complete deletion of users' data on all participating platforms may vary, according to the 
service's privacy policy. Before giving information it is strongly recommended that the privacy policy be 
read carefully. 

12.2 What Happens If the Service Changes 
Digital services evolve. Organizations merge, leadership changes or sometimes even organizations stop 
functioning. It is the user's responsibility to think about the consequences of what would happen to his 
submitted hashes if certain events occurred. SWGfL has been around since 2000, and has a proven track 
record, however, no organisation can provide a guarantee of operation. Users should record their cases 
separately and be aware of any changes in the services. 

12.3 Potential for System Misuse 
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There is a theoretical possibility for abuse with any content flagging system. Inappropriate use of the sites 
may be an attempt to disgust people by pretending to be a victim. Usually, there are review processes to 
handle disputes on platforms where participation occurs, but users should realize that the system is 
dependent on good faith participation. The StopNCII.org policy that users must be the person portrayed in 
the content is one protection, but there are limitations to verification processes.  

 

Fig -11: Understanding your Rights and Long-Term Considerations 
 

12.4 Your Rights Regarding Your Data 
There may be specific rights you have to your personal data in your jurisdiction. Under the General Data 
Protection Regulation, the residents of the European Union have rights regarding their data. Similar 
schemes are in place in others parts of the country. You can reach out to StopNCII.org directly with any 
questions about your data processing, and in many places raise complaints against data protection 
authorities if you think that your concerns are not properly addressed. 

12.5 Making an Informed Choice 
StopNCII.org is a balancing process with benefits and considerations. These are the advantages If your 
original content can be found and shared on multiple platforms, you may be able to prevent it; Privacy-
preserving technology will keep your original content on your device. It will also provide you with ongoing 
monitoring. These range from sharing the data of the hashes with other organizations to counting on the 
participating platforms to take the necessary action to the fact that the cases don't go away unless they're 
withdrawn. The positives for most of those eligible to receive an abuse threat via image should likely 
outweigh the considerations. Informed consent, though, must take account of both aspects. Please be 
aware that if you have a specific concern, you may find it helpful to talk to the Revenge Porn Helpline directly 
about your situation before you make a case so that the situation becomes clearer. 

 

13. FUTURE PROSPECTS AND EMERGING CHALLENGES 
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13.1 Expanding Platform Participation 
The more people that participate on the platforms, the more effective StopNCII.org is. As each company 
joins, protection is spread to more victims that submit a hash. It is important for the number of participating 
companies to continue growing. This growth is an advocacy effort that needs to be continued. Technical 
costs of implementation, false positive fears, or philosophical opinions on content moderation may be 
reasons for some platforms to be hesitant. Showing the system's effectiveness and reducing barriers to 
participation can speed up the uptake of the system.  

 

Fig -12: Future Prospects And Emerging Challenges 
 

13.2 Addressing Synthetic and AI-Generated Content 
The creation of realistic intimate images with artificial intelligence systems is an ever expanding problem. 
The traditional notions of possession of content are made complex as perpetrators can make content look 
intimate to anyone. If victims have copies, they can be hashed and handled by a hash based system. 
However, this means the victim has to have an image of themselves that is made up something that is very 
uncomfortable to contemplate. Alternative techniques that are tailored for synthetic content detection 
may come to light. The field of AI image detection is still being developed. One way forward is systems that 
are capable of recognizing manipulation artifacts or statistical patterns associated with synthetic 
generation. This detection in combination with response tools such as StopNCII.org could help to further 
protect against this growing threat. 

13.3 International Coordination 
It's easy for images to cross borders when it comes to abuse. A perpetrator in one country can share 
content that includes a victim in another country via a site based in a third country. There is a need for 
international coordination for effective response. There are coordination mechanisms in the form of 
organizations such as StopNCII.org that work worldwide and on platforms that have international users. 
Another is through legal arrangements which allow for cross-border cooperation. Further capacity building 
for the international response is key. 
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13.4 Integration with Broader Digital Safety Ecosystem 
StopNCII.org deals with one type of harm in the context of others types of online abuse, harassment, stalking 
and exploitation. Other tools and services can be integrated to provide a more complete protection. Think 
systems which incorporate intimate image protection, harassment detection, account security and crisis 
support all in one place. Often victims experience more than one type of abuse at a time. There is potential 
for coordinated responses in different types of harms to improve outcomes. 

 

14. ACTIONABLE STEPS FOR DIFFERENT AUDIENCES 
14.1 If You Are Currently Facing a Threat 

1. Before taking action on threatening communications, document them all. 

2. Please go to stopncii.org and check the eligibility requirements. 

3. If you're eligible, configure your case as soon as possible and keep your credentials secure. 

4. Reporting threats via platform mechanisms. 

5. You may want to call the police or other officials in your area. 

6. Contact a Revenge Porn Helpline (or similar) for advice. 

7. Throughout, take care to preserve your safety and emotional health. 

14.2 If Content Has Already Spread 
1. If eligible, create your StopNCII.org case. 

2. Click each platform where content appears to report. 

3. Don't remove evidence until it is preserved. 

4. Reach out to particular support services. 

5. Think about getting mental health care from a professional. 

6. Discuss legal options with qualified consultation. 

14.3 If You Want to Support Someone Else 
1. Listen without judgment. 

2. Believe their experience. 

3. Give details of resources such as StopNCII.org. 

4. Provide practical assistance document/report as requested. 

5. Allow them to make their own choices about what to do. 

6. Keep their confidentiality in the strictest of confidence. 

7. Make sure to engage with them over a period of time, don't just assume that one conversation will 
solve the problem. 

14.4 If You Work in Digital Safety or Related Fields 
1. Become well acquainted with the features and limitations of StopNCII.org. 
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2. Include the tool in your resource suggestions. 

3. Promote increased platform involvement. 

4. Help inform and raise awareness to those in need. 

5. Advocate for policy and legislative initiatives to enhance responses. 

 
15. RESOURCES BEYOND STOPNCII.ORG 
The webpage StopNCII.org is very useful, but there are other resources out there that support its 
functionality. StopNCII.org is the Revenge Porn Helpline and offers direct support to victims. They can help 
people go through processes, offer emotional support and help people access other resources. Many 
national domestic violence hotlines provide a response to intimate partner violence, including technology-
facilitated violence. Services are available that can offer safety planning, crisis support and referral 
services. Mental health crisis services provide immediate response to people who are in a mental health 
crisis. These services can offer important intervention when thoughts of self-destructive behaviour are 
brought up by abuse. In some jurisdictions, legal aid organizations will provide legal services at low or no 
cost to those who cannot afford their own lawyers. They are able to inform you of the legal alternatives. If 
you don't use StopNCII.org you can file a report directly on the platform. All the big platforms offer means 
to report non-consensual intimate imagery. Police in areas where there are laws could investigate and 
prosecute the perpetrators. While some responses might be better quality than others, when they are 
reported they become official records. 

 

16. CONCLUSION 
Non-consensual intimate image abuse is a serious crime which can ruin lives, careers, relationships and 
even the life of an individual. In the digital age, this abuse of power is easier to commit, spread more quickly 
and is more difficult to avoid. The victims had little to no options for too long. StopNCII.org is the one thing 
that is really good it's a way to fight back without giving up more privacy, too. The service will work by 
creating hashes on users' devices and only sending the digital ‘fingerprints' of intimate imagery to the 
various major services that can then detect and delete it in a single step. The Revenge Porn Helpline's 
experience of supporting thousands of victims led to a design that focuses on the needs, privacy and 
agency of victims. But knowing what to do and not do is important too. StopNCII.org only functions on 
participating platforms, cannot access modified images, is not available in private channels, and is 
intended to be complementary to legal, psychological and emergency interventions. Multiple approaches 
to protection generally provide the most effective protection. 

The context to image-based abuse is shifting. There is a gradual change of attitude towards the recognition 
of the seriousness of the damage and serious response to the behavior. In many jurisdictions, a legal 
regime is strengthening. Platform responsibility is under growing scrutiny, both regulatory and social. The 
introduction of new challenges such as synthetic imagery produced by AI requires constant innovation. 
The future steps are a combination of practical resources, such as StopNCII.org, direct reporting, evidence 
collection, potential law enforcement involvement, professional supports and services, and considerations 
for personal safety and well-being, for those at risk of current threats. At a larger scale, in order to progress, 
society as a whole needs constant efforts in the direction of cultural change, legal advancements, platform 
accountability and technological innovations. No victim deserves to be a target for another person's choice 
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of weaponizing intimacy. Shame and stigma used by perpetrators is theirs, not ours. There is a need for 
support, resources and effective response tools for those suffering this type of abuse. StopNCII.org is one 
such flawed but important step toward the goal, and part of a whole movement toward a digital world that 
will give intimate privacy the protection that it deserves. 

 

Note:  
The article is for general information and advice. This is not legal advice. If you have specific 
circumstances, you should seek the advice of qualified professionals in your area. If you are considering 
hurting yourself or have thoughts of suicide, please call emergency services or a crisis hotline in your area 
immediately. 
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